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PREFACE.

For nearly eight hundred years the Sidatsangara has
ruaintained its position as the text-book and vademecum of
all students of Sinhalese and no effort is necessary, therefore,
to introduce it to those interested in the language. Though
very small in bulk, the wide range of its contents and the
uniqueness of its method of their treatment have raised the
work to the rank of the world’s greatest grammatical treatises.
Within its succinct aphorisms are to be found all the elements
of grammatical science, such as can be gleaned from other
similar works only after prolonged study and tedious search.
Anawamadarsi’'s work, therefore, has special claim to the love
and esteem of a grateful nation.

The great terseness of the original paraphrase, written to
the Sidatsangara, was a serious disadvantage to modern
students, w!lo wished to master the work. This drawback
was removed, in recent times, with the help of various
detailed expositions of the original, written by eminent men
of learning, among whom was the Ven. Hikkaduve Siri
Sumangala, Nayaka Thera, who thereby earned the lasting
gratitude of all students of Sinhalese.

Of late, however, differences of opinion have arisen with
regard to the correctness of someat least of the statements
contained in the Sidatsangara, and many problems of linguistic
importance, treated of therein, have formed subject for debate.
I was, therefore, urged by Dr. G. P. Malalasekera, himself
a close student of the Sidatsangara, to undertake a detailed
paraphrase, as & further contribution to the proper under-
standing and appreciation of this valuable work. I am glad to
say that I have had no occasion to disagree either with the
views originally expressed by the author of the Sidatsangara
himself ov with the explanations given of them by my



commentarial precursors. Nevertheless, it is quite possible
that some of the interpretations I have given will not find
favour with those who assert that Anawamadarsi’s work
abounds in error. Their applause has not been my ambition,
and if this effort should in any slight degree prove of help to
students of the Sidatsangara, that would be my.- more than
‘ample reward.

I do not propose to catalogue here the excellences of
Vedeha's grammar; a perusal of the following pages will,
I venture to hope, convince depreciative critics that Vedeha's
was a mighty intellect and that what they consider his lapses
appear to them so only because of their misunderstanding.
But I should like to draw the special attention of readers to
the superiority of the nomenclature adopted by him over
those used by Pali and Sanskrit grammarians. No better
examples of this can be found than in the chapters on Samasa
(Compounds) and Piyadu Kiriya (Causative verbs.) Explana-
tions of these and other points raised will be found in the
main thesis. N

It remains for me to acknowledge my indebtedness to:
my pupil and colleague the Ven. Baddegama Piyaratana Thera, -
Vice-Principal of the Vidyodaya Parivena, who helped me with
his valuble opinions on various subjects that came up for

discussion.
K. Ratanasara.

Vidyodaya Parivena.
2472.
26 March 1929.
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